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ABOUT US
our history
Established in 1952 at Mumbai, National
Association for the Blind (NAB) with its 22 State,
68 district branches & 11 Institutions for Blind
Welfare across the country is the largest Non-
Government Organization in the disability sector
in India. It is dedicated to the upliftment of the
quality of life of the visually challenged and
integrating them with the mainstream society.
The association is rendering valuable service to
the society by developing educational, vocational
and employment services for the incurable blind
children, adults and Multi-disabled through its
vast network in the country. NAB, Chandigarh
and Punjab branch is operational since 1990 with
its office at Karuna Sadan, UT Red Cross building,
sector 11, Chandigarh.
NAB Chandigarh and Punjab branch started
operations from Karuna Sadan, UT Red Cross
building in 2005. 

our mission & vision
Vision:
·To empower and educate visually challenged population of
our country, thus enabling them to lead a life of dignity and
productivity.

Mission:
·To prevent blindness and serious Eye ailments of general
public by timely medical intervention. 
·Prevention of preventable and cure of curable visual
impairment.
·Socio-economic rehabilitation of the visually challenged in
mainstream, through education, training and employment.
·To take up advocacy against all types of individual and
structural discrimination and ensure full legal capacity.
·Assure accessibility to the world of information.
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A Family Counseling Centre is operational since March 2009 at
Aasha Kiran Vocational Training Centre, Sector 46 D,
Chandigarh where two trained counselors help the disabled
and their family members to cope up with the challenges faced
due to disability and to create positive thinking and right
atmosphere for their growth. 
The centre is totally free and open to one and all for
counseling needs. This centre is being run with the Central
Social Welfare Board, New Delhi. More than 100 persons are
benefitted from this counseling centre every year.

OUR PROGRAMS

FAMILY COUNCELLING CENTRE1.

2



The computer education program of National Association for the Blind
Chandigarh and Punjab is now  empanelled successfully under Skill India
PMKVY and is the only one teaching computers to the visually impaired in
this region under Ministry of Skill, New Delhi. All the 25 students of the
first batch under Skill India secured 100% result in their assessment. More
than 300 visually challenged have availed this facility of computer training
at Karuna Sadan, Sector 11 B, Chandigarh since 2003. The courses are
totally free for all and no fee whatsoever has been charged from anyone
since its inception in 2003. The centre is well equipped with the latest
equipment, backed by qualified and trained personnel. 

2.NAB REHABILITATION AND COMPUTER
TRAINING PROGRAM UNDER SKILL INDIA
(PMKVY) AT CHANDIGARH
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H I G H L I G H T S  O F  C O M P U T E R  E D U C A T I O N  P R O G R A M
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NAB centre for Computer Education and Rehabilitation for the visually
challenged at Institute for the Blind, Jamalpur, Ludhiana is functional
since January 2012. The computer training centre imparts basic and
advanced computer usability skills to people with low vision and total
blindness. The training is provided through NVDA and JAWS software that
enables blind and low vision to use computers independently.  
Due to Covid pandemic, the world has changed significantly in many ways
and has made it mandatory for students, professionals, and even common
men to depend greatly on technology to keep things running and we are
constantly helping our students for the same . 
No fee is being charged and all facilities are free. 25 visually challenged
from Punjab and the school itself is learning computers at the centre in
the current batch.

3. COMPUTER EDUCATION PROGRAM AT
INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND, JAMALPUR,
LUDHIANA
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4. INCLUSIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM
FOR VISUALLY CHALLENGED

NAB in its 16th year of inclusive education for the visually
challenged has on its rolls 30 students who are being taught
through 3 special education teachers in different schools. Our
children study with normal students in regular schools and our
resource teachers help the teachers as well as the students in
their learning process and also visit their home to help them
with their homework. We provide free Braille books and all aids
and appliances required for their education.
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5. Visually Impaired Multi disabled
(VIMD) program with Perkins
Institute, Boston,USA

Through this Multi Disability visually impaired (MDVI)
Program with Perkins Voice & Vision, Mumbai, a unit of
famous Perkins Institute, Boston, USA NAB has been
catering to 15 MDVI students who were being taught
through 3 special education teachers at their homes. We
provide free Braille books and all aids and appliances
required for their education.
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6. EXTENSION COUNTER OF NATIONAL
INSTITUTE FOR THE EMPOWERMENT
OF PERSONS WITH VISUAL
DISABILITIES (NIEPVD), DEHRADUN

NAB Chandigarh & Punjab branch has created a
landmark for service to the visually challenged
by starting NIEPVD Extension Counter at Karuna
Sadan with effect from May 2010. This facility
has benefited all visually challenged in
Chandigarh, Haryana, Himachal, J & K and Punjab
who had to go to Dehradun for this purpose. This
service is made available at Ludhiana also. The
program is running smoothly as previous years.

7. TALKING BOOK LIBRARY

The Talking Book Library has nearly 2500 titles
in addition to recorded CDs of books for the
school and college students and also has Braille
books on different subjects and also for school
syllabus. This library is benefiting all the visually
challenged of the region. Nearly 80 members of
library are taking benefit of this library.
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       8. NIRAMAYA HEALTH INSURANCE SCHEME
FOR DISABLED

 Niramaya Health policy is providing Insurance
benefit to the persons suffering from Autism,
Cerebral palsy, Intellectual disability and multi
disabilities through The National Trust, Ministry
of Social Justice and Empowerment Govt of India.  
The program is running smoothly as previous
years. 



SEMINAR ON "USE OF
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGIES"

28TH NOVEMBER, 2020 AT BAL BHAWAN
AUDITORIUM

National Association for the blind (NAB)
organized a seminar on "Assistive technologies
for persons with visual disabilities" at Bal
Bhawan Auditorium on 28.11.2020. The Chief
Guest of the seminar was Sh Rupesh Kumar IAS,
Assistant Commissioner, UT Chandigarh, himself
a visually challenged. History was created on the
occasion as the seminar was organized by the
visually challenged, for the visually challenged,
anchored by the visually challenged and presided
over by a visually challenged. Around 80 visually
challenged students, teachers, employees of
various banks and Govt departments participated
in the seminar.
The program was being organized by strictly
following the Covid 19 guidelines with
mandatory wearing of face masks, social
distancing, provision for thermal scanning and
hand wash or sanitizer.
A street play of 20 min designed on the theme of
"Awareness about Disability" was also presented
on this occasion by the visually challenged.

 HIGHLIGHTS 2020-21
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STREET PLAY ON "AWARENESS
ABOUT DISABILITY"

17TH JANUARY, 2021 AT TAGORE THEATRE,
CHANDIGARH

Students of Skill India program of National
Association for the Blind Chandigarh and Punjab
performed a Street Play on "Awareness about
Disability" at Tagore Theatre in a function
organised by Rotary Club on 17.1.2021. All
visually challenged students were given Smart
Canes in the event. Sh Gurpreet Ghuggi, a famous
Indian actor and comedian was the Chief Guest at
the occasion. Their performance was well
appreciated by the audience.

 HIGHLIGHTS 2020-21
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ONLINE WORKSHOP ON "WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY"

21ST MARCH, 2021

ONLINE WORKSHOP TO COPE UP WITH COVID PANDEMIC

16TH SEPTEMBER, 2021

HIGHLIGHTS 2020-21
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A workshop was organised by National Association for the Blind, SNAC of The National Trust in
Chandigarh on World Down Syndrome Day on 21.03.2021 for creating awareness and sensitization.
World Down Syndrome Day (WDSD), 21 March, is a global awareness day which has been officially
observed by the United Nations. 

An online counselling session organised for visually challenged student of computer education
program by our Rehabilitation Counselor on the topic "Your Anxious vs Real Self." To illustrate the
effect of the mind on our body, the relationship between thoughts, actions and emotions was
illustrated through TEA diagram. Overall, the session was very beneficial for the students especially
during the ongoing pandemic situation



NAB is grateful to Caring Hands for
children, USA for supporting our visually
challenged students by providing them
scholarships during the pandemic. 

HIGHLIGHTS 2020-21

SCHOLARSHIPS DISTRIBUTED TO
VISUALLY CHALLENGED STUDENTS
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National Association for the Blind (NAB), Chandigarh and Punjab
branch in association with National Institute for Empowerment
of Persons with Visual Disability (NIEPVD), Dehradun distributed
Daisy Players-a reading and recording device to 40 visually
challenged students under AIDIP scheme of Govt of India at
“Aasha kiran” Vocational training centre for differently able,
Sector 46 D, Chandigarh on 7th March, 2020. Visually challenged
also celebrated International Women’s day by presenting their
views on women empowerment. Sh Mahavir Singh, Additional
Session Judge and Member Secretary, State Legal Services
Authority delivered a lecture on legal Rights with focus on
disability who also presided on the function.

 HIGHLIGHTS 2020-21
EMPOWERED VISUALLY CHALLENGED WITH FREE
DISTRIBUTION OF  DAISY PLAYERS-A MULTIPURPOSE DEVICE
TO RECORD AND READ BOOKS, ON 7TH MARCH, 2020 
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N A B  C R I C K E T  T E A M  O F
V I S U A L L Y  I M P A I R E D

NAB Cricket team of visually challenged is
regularly participating at various tournaments. On
27th March, 2021 our team participated in 6th
Usha Divyang Cricket League 2021. 192 specially-
abled cricketers played across three categories:
visually impaired, hearing impaired, and wheelchair
categories. The 3-day cricket tournament for the
specially-abled cricketers was played over three
days starting March 25th, across three venues –
Sector 16, Sector 26 and Sector 19 Stadiums. Shri
K.K. Yadav (Secretary Sports), Shri Suresh Krishnani
(Principal Chief GST Commissioner), Shri Sanjay
Beniwal (Director General of Police) were amongst
the guests who attended the event.

 HIGHLIGHTS 2020-21

1 4



 UNDER MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE
AND EMPOWERMENT

NAB appointed State Nodal Agency Centre
(SNAC) of Chandigarh. 

National Trust appointed NAB as the State Nodal Agency of
Chandigarh to look after the welfare of Persons with Autism,
Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and Multiple Disabilities and
coordinate with other stake holders in Chandigarh for their
rights. Few pics of virtual meeting with Registered organisations
and other stake holders conducted on 24 February, 2021. 

NATIONAL TRUST
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NAB IN MEDIA
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APPEAL
Keeping our good performance in view, Government of Punjab has offered us
2.5 acres of land in Block Majri, Distt Mohali (Tri-city of Chandigarh) on the
main highway from PGI to Kurali (about 15 kms from PGI) on 33 years lease
for the purpose of setting up an Institute for the Blind and an Eye Care
Medical centre. It is not possible to create this infrastructure without the
active support of all of you.

We appeal to all of you to participate in this noble cause by supporting this
Project to the extent possible. All donations are exempt under section 80(G)
of Income Tax Act. Your donations matter a lot to us. NAB is eligible for
receiving foreign donations under FCRA act. Payment link is also available at
our website.

OUR BANKERS ARE:

For donations within India:
(Exemption under 80G & 12AA of the Income Tax Act)
Name of account: National Association for the Blind
Account No. 30580962756
Bank: State Bank of India
Branch: PGIMR, Sector 12, Chandigarh
IFSC code: SBIN0001524
 
For Foreign donations:
(Eligible under FCRA Act, 2010)
Name of account: National Association for the Blind
Account No: 39964137248
Bank: State Bank of India
Branch: New Delhi Main Branch
IFSC code: SBIN0000691
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